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THE 14TH NATIONAL STIDHAM* FAMILY REUNION

The 14th Stidham Family Reunion 
was held in Lexington, Kentucky 
with the early attendees arriving 
on Thursday, June 

20th and extending through 
Sunday, June 23rd. The 
Hyatt Regency Hotel was 
selected as the host hotel 
and accommodations and 
assistance were superb to 
make the reunion such a 
success.

Thanks, and appreciation 
has to be expressed to our 
Lexington host families that 
assisted with the planning and 
availability throughout the reunion with their 
knowledge and assistance. Special recognition 
goes to Louise and Bill Booth, Cindy, Gary, 
and Bryce Stidham for all their help.

There was an early Friday morning 
registration for those signing up for 
the afternoon tour of the Toyota Motor 

Manufac tur ing  P lant  in 
Georgetown, KY, just north 
of Lexington. This was a 
special kickoff event and 
a  most  educat iona l  and 
exciting opportunity. The 
group totaled twenty and we 
were able to ride aboard tram 
cars throughout the plant. It 
was fascinating to follow the 
manufactur ing  and f ina l 
completion of Toyota Camrys, 
Avalons and Lexis ES 350. 

From the start of flat rolls of steel, through the 
stamping, conveying, and piece by piece added 
along the way, the facility completes 2,000 cars 
a day at the end of the line. Statistics for the 
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Recap of Our Reunion at the 
“Horse Capital of the World”

LEXINGTON, KENTUCKY • JUNE 20-23, 2019

facility: 8.1 million square feet under roof (or 
169 football fields), 30 years in Georgetown, 
10 million cars made, 550,000 vehicles and 
600,000 motors each year by 8,000 Team 
Members. Most impressive accomplishments.

Returning back to the Hyatt following 
the Toyota Tour, additional attendees were 
registered and reunion polo shirts were 

distributed. Supper was a do your own 
selection from the many restaurants in the 
area. For concluding the first day, the 
Hospitality Room was available for socializing 
and re-acquainting with each other, as well as 
meeting new first-time attendees. 
It was a warm reception and 
preparation for what will be 

Our official 
reunion 

group photo 
was  taken 

at Spy  
Coast Farm.

The Bronze Statue of 
Secretariat, a Triple Crown 

Champion, at the  
Kentucky Horse Park.

Spy Coast Farm in Lexington, 
Kentucky, with its picturesque 

scenery on full display during our 
visit in June, specializes in the 

breeding and development of top 
quality performance horses.
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a very full and busy Saturday.
The reunion group gathered after 

Saturday breakfast and proceeded to walk to 
our first point of interest which was the Mary 
Todd Lincoln House even as we dodged a 
few raindrops on the way.

The Mary Todd Lincoln House
The House was built in 1806 by a 

prominent Lexington native, Robert Smith 
Todd. Mary was the fourth child born to 
Robert and his first wife, Eliza. He was a 
businessman and politician at the time and 
provided his children with social standing, 
education, and material advantage that 
Mary’s future husband, Abraham Lincoln, 
lacked in his early youth.

During her visit to Springfield, Illinois 
to visit her sister, she met attorney Lincoln 
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due to her interest in politics and they were 
married in 1842. She became a middle-class 
wife and her role was a wife, household 
manager, and Mother to four sons. She offered 
advice and hosted events in 1860, until Lincoln 
was elected as president. As she continued 
as First Lady, she hosted balls and visited 
the troops, however, controversy and tragedy 
marked her life. She survived President 
Lincoln by seventeen years and died in 1882. 
She is entombed alongside him in Oak Ridge 
Cemetery in Springfield,  Illinois.

Following our visit to the Todd House, 
we were met by our charter coach from the 
Blue Grass Tour. Throughout the rest of the 
day, the coach could not have been more 
comfortable and the driver more congenial 
and helpful in meeting our needs getting us to 
the remaining locations.

Spy Coast Farm
What a beautiful working farm facility 

located on 800 acres in the heart of Bluegrass 
Country, specializing in the breeding and 
development of top-quality performance 
horses. Our knowledgeable and most 
gracious hostess, Lisa Peterson, explained 
that their breeding and development program 
did not include racing thoroughbreds. The 
Tour was planned to see and go through a 
working horse farm and we were most 
impressed.

As we toured the complete facility 
with Lisa, it included: 1. Young Horse 
Development Center 2. State-of-the- 
Art Rehabilitation and Fitness Center 3. 
CEM Quarantine Center and 4. Breeding 
Operations. The Center will start training 
a three year old and develop the horse 
through Grand Prix level. When and if a 
horse becomes lame, the rehab and fitness 
center is overseen by experienced lameness 
veterinarians. When a horse is imported 
for whatever purpose, there is a quarantine 
period and a separate facility for providing 
such care. Finally, at our last stop, we saw the 
Breeding Barn where approximately eighty 
five foals/colts are delivered each year. Our 
group was most fortunate to meet and view a 
one-day-old foal that was delivered the night 
before. Unfortunately, I had to apologize to 
Lisa for a shorter visit than usual, so that we 
could arrive at our next visit, The Kentucky 
Horse Park, on time.

The Kentucky Horse Park
As we arrived and got ready for this 

attraction which states, “The Place to get 
Close to Horses,” our host and hostess, Bill 
and Louise Booth, greeted our group and 
introduced us to what we should expect to 
see during our visit, since Bill has been a 
guide at the park. Thanks, Bill and Louise.

There was much to see and do after lunch 
and it became too much in such a short 
period of time. The group had three hours 
to seek out and visit their particular horse 
interest. There were: 1. Several museums 
for a comprehensive look at horse history 
and culture around the world 2. Celebrate 
history’s greatest horses at memorials 
and statues throughout the Park 3. Meet 
Thoroughbred Legends at the Hall of 
Champions 4. Attend the Parade of Breeds 
Show and/or 5. Walking Barn Tour to view 

many horses as well a Blacksmith facility. 
During our visit, there was an equestrian 
competition, and time permitting, a Horse 
Drawn Trolley Trip. 

It was a shame we had to depart as soon 
as we did, but it was off to our final stop 
for the day at a Kentucky Distillery, since 
Kentucky is known for its bourbon.

Barrel House Distilling Company
What better way to end the day than by 

visiting a place that keeps Kentucky famous 
in one way — bourbon distilling.

Once again, we were fortunate to have 
another great hostess in Becca Rogers. She 
was always available to explain and assist 
with all our needs and questions. Barrel 
House was started in 2006 and began 
producing their first product, Pure Blue 
Vodka, in December of 2008. The facility 
is located in the old James E. Pepper 
Distillery, which operated from 1878 to 1958. 
Currently, Barrel House produces: Rock 
Castle Bourbon, Oak Rum, Devil John Dark 
Shine, Devil John Moonshine, and still Pure 
Blue Vodka. Following an explanation of 
how products are made and put into barrels 
for aging, we toured the storage/aging area 
and returned to the gift shop and voluntary 
sampling at the end.

Prior to boarding the coach and returning 
to the Hyatt following a full day of fun and 
education, many of our group visited the 
shop next door to the distillery and sampled 
Handcrafted Ice Cream at the Crank & 
Boom Craft Ice Cream. What better way 
to finish the day? This completed the day 

Janet Mathis, Bob Braswell, Linda Mason and 
Carol Cashwell, pause for a snapshot by Kristen 
Randels in the lobby of the reunion hotel (above). 

A tour guide describes a piece of furniture in  
the Mary Todd Lincoln House (below).

A Spy Coast Farm 
guide explains the 
Farm’s operations 

(above). A mare and 
her day-old foal get 
to know each other 
in one of the Farm’s 

stables (top). The  
Mary Todd Lincoln 

House (below).

At the Barrel 
House Distillery 
in Lexington’s 

historic distillery 
district we learned 

about the city’s 
rich distilling 

heritage.
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D E C E P T I O N

The  Loss of New Sweden by  
Governor Risingh

Part III
By Larry S. Stallcup AM-616

After receiving the letter from Stuyves-
ant about the Dutch invading and 
taking over all of the New Sweden 

Colony, Risingh sent a letter back to Stuyves-
ant stating that it was “ ‘ACCEPTABLE TO 
HIM’ if Stuyvesant and the Dutch forces 
KILLED EVERYONE they found south of 
the Christina River, provided they stopped 
the invasion there and left him and his 
ESTATE alone.” This would have meant the 
slaughter of Dr. Timen Stiddem 
and his young and growing 
family, not to mention the 
rest of the New Sweden 
colonists at the time.

Risingh’s letter 
does NOT appear 
in the Swedish 
a r c h i v e  h o l d -
ings but is found 
in  the  Dutch 
records. Stuyves-
ant ignored Ris-
ing’s letter and 
never sent him 
a reply. Risingh 
apparently mis-
took no response 
from Stuyvesant to 
mean that he accepted 
his death proposal. It 
is clear that Risingh was 
adept at hiding or chang-
ing records that were detrimen-
tal to him. Risingh falsified plenty of 
Swedish records and  presented only the ones 
that said what he wanted them to say. This is 
especially apparent with his Official Journal 
and the record of his Court Martial. He had 
Peter Lindestrom write new copies of  both 
documents during the voyage back to Swe-

NEW SWEDEN RESEARCH

Peter Stuyvesant (left), 
the Dutch Colonial 
Governor of New 
Amsterdam, sent 
a letter to Johann 

Risingh, warning of an 
invasion by the Dutch 
to take back all of the 
New Sweden Colony.

Larry S. Stallcup

den. The originals and Lindestrom’s copies 
of both documents were together on the ship 
to be copied, but only the rewritten versions  
arrived in Sweden. It is unfortunate that Ris-
ingh destroyed a lot of New Sweden history 
in order to hide his own deeds.

After Risingh sent his letter to Stuyvesant, 
military activities in New Sweden quickly 
settled down, but it was only the calm before 
the storm. For several months, all was quite 

except that a Swedish ship, the Gyl-
lene Haj (The Golden Shark), 

somehow managed to miss 
the mouth of Delaware 

Bay and entered the 
Rar i tan River  in 

Dutch  t e r r i to ry 
instead. The Dutch 
p r o m p t l y  c a p -
tured it. The ship’s 
cargo of badly 
needed Swedish 
supplies for the 
Colony was con-
fiscated and sold 
off at auction. The 

Gyllene Haj was the 
other ship that was 

intended to sail with 
the Eagle.

In New Sweden, the 
business of building a col-

ony once again appeared to 
start up but Governor Rising was 

well aware that it would not be com-
pleted.  When Governor Printz left the col-
ony his son-in-law, the Vice-Governor Johan 
Pappegoia, assumed command of the col-
ony. Soon after Risingh’s arrival he ordered 
Pappegoia to return to Sweden, leaving his 
wife and children to cope on their own in the 

of many attractions as we returned to the 
Hyatt for a slight rest and preparation for the 
evening banquet.

14th Reunion Family Banquet
The best part of all our reunions is the 

evening of activities at the banquet and this 
year’s conclusion was no exception. Social 
hour and visiting started at 7:00, followed by 
a buffet that filled everyone’s appetite after 
a full and busy day. All of the services and 
arrangements by The Hyatt were exceptional 
and a big thank you is extended to our 
hostess, Angie Foley and manager, Michael 
Malloy.

The evening agenda began with attendees 
introducing themselves, where they were 
from, and how many reunions they had 
attended. Many from past reunions were 
missed, but glad to see new attendees at 
their first. Keep coming as we grow for the 
next one in two years which will be back in 
Wilmington, DE.

Highlight of the evening was our guest 
speaker, Abraham Lincoln in full attire, 
portrayed by Greg Waltermire.  The 
Kentucky Humanities provides special 
speakers and our planners, Louise and Bill 
Booth, made the arrangements and cared for 
the expenses to have Mr. Lincoln available. 
The audience was spellbound with facts, 
“Wit and Wisdom of a President” that was 
presented. The interface with members of our 
group, especially Bryce Stidham and Kristen 
Randels, played a part including the high hat 
and beard of Mr. Lincoln.

The evening program continued with Ules 

Butch Stidam as he provided information on 
all the work he does as Data Base Manager. 
Butch continues to update our internet sites 
with the latest information that is provide to 
him. What have you sent lately? Do you have 
questions Butch can help with?

The final part of the evening’s program 
was our banquet auction which has 
become tradition since its beginning by our 
co-founder, Jack Stidham. Books, hats, 
shirts, jams, salsa, trays, wine, and other 
items provided and approximately $200 
which was added to our treasury. Thanks 
to the providers and the bidders. With 
this being the final part of the banquet, all 
were invited for a social gathering at the 
Hospitality Room to close out the evening. 
The lights went off slightly after midnight 
following a full day.

The good-byes were extended through 
breakfast as attendees were departing 
and expressing to each other, see you in 
Wilmington for another wonderful time 
together in 2021. Stay in touch and begin to 
make your plans.

Our guest speaker 
was Greg Waltermire 
portrying President 
Abraham Lincoln 

(below) and aided at 
one point by Kristen 

Randels from our 
group (above).

Reunion Attendees
Louise Booth (DM-571) and husband Bill

Elaine Brooks (DM-471) and husband Robert

Suzanne Brooks (DCM-90) and husband Bob

Carol Cashwell (DM-607) and Lauren Mason

Pamela Birchfiled Clark ((DM-617) with 
Juanita Kendall and Maxine Wolf

Linda Mason (DM-585) and Bob Braswell

Janet Mathis (DM-624)

Kristin Randels (DM-375)

A.P. Steadham

Gary Stidham (DM-596) with wife Cindy  
and son Bryce

Kay Stidham (AM-349) and sons  
Lynn (DM-273) and Glen Stidham (DM-322)

Thomas Stidham (DCM-26) and wife Shirley

Thomas Stidham Jr. (DM-344)  
and son Matthew

William Stidham (DCM-68) and wife Carol

William Stidham Jr. (DM-326)

Michael Wooton (DM-259) and wife Lucinda
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